LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI	155
shastra. If by the term shastra we mean that alone which contains
perfect knowledge, then, of course, we can say that all shastras have
been written from knowledge. From this point of view, any shastra
which mentions human sacrifice, etc., should be taken to be mere
ignorance. The idea may have been interpolated in the genuine
shastras at some later time. One who wants to realize the atman need
not go in for such research. It is the concern of the historian; we,
on the other hand, should look for the essence, the spirit, of every
text or utterance. Why should we put ourselves to the bother of
reading sense in their nonsense in the belief that all shastras are
shastras [in fact]?
In India, as elsewhere, knowledge and ignorance go hand in
hand and so we find obnoxious practices, like offering sacrifices
to Kali1, followed in the name of religion. We may not concern
ourselves at present about stopping them either. Our first concern
is that we should realize the atman. When we have learnt that
lesson and mastered it, we shall be able to solve all others with
little effort.
If Vibhishana2 went over to Shri Ramachandra with no selfish
motive, what he did was perfectly right. Who would conceal from
God the fault of even a blood brother? One is, moreover, justified
in seeking God's help to undo a brother's evil.
It is not possible to cling to the literal meaning of the verse
you have quoted from the Bhagavata3. Krishna alone knows the
meaning of His sport. He may, submitting to the urge of desire,
pursue love, but we creatures of flesh and blood cannot do likewise.
The freedom He may have by virtue of his Godhead, we cannot
possibly take. Apart from this, the author of the Bhagavata wrote
what he did about Krishna within the limits of his own knowledge.
No one knows the real Krishna.
For the present, you should spend your time in the service
of your parents, in manual labour and studies.
I cannot say where I shall settle down permanently. I don't
know where a photograph of mine may be found. You need not
insist on securing one. Mr. Kallenbach's will be available.
I have not passed the test qualifying me for moksha. All my
desires have not been subjugated. I cannot still claim to have
1	The Mother Goddess in her destructive form
2	Younger brother of Ravana in the Ramayana, who urged hb brother to
return Sita and make peace with Rama
3	One of the 18 Puranas, sacred narrative poems in Sanskrit, part history
and part legend; it depicts the love of Radha and Krishna as symbolical of
the love of the human soul for God*

